Tanker’s Mug

This is an excellent going away present for a commander, platoon sergeant or anyone else who made a contribution to the unit.

Requirements:

1 105mm shell casing (can usually be found at post DOL)

1 M60A3 commander’s override handle (check with your local range control to see if you can remove one from one of the tanks about to become hard targets; may need a memo).

1 Stay-bright rank

1 Armor branch insignia

1 alan wrench kit

1 hammer

1 punch (small)

1 pair wire cutters

4 alan head screws approximately 4 inches long

liquid solder

brasso

baking soda

vinegar

Red and Black paint.

Depending on the tools you have available, cost will differ.

Step 1: Take the 105 round to a local machine shop/welding shop.  Have the base of the round cut off approximately 6in from the bottom.  Use a hand rotary tool to cut the center combustion post out (if a newer round).

Step 2: Use brasso to shine the outside of the round.  This will take some time especially if there is a serial number printed on it.  Use the vinegar and baking soda on the inside to remove corrosion and residue left over from combustion.

Step 3: Have it engraved.  Make sure you find a place that has a rotary engraver to do the round.  Take the rank and insignia and bend them to match the curvature of the round.  Use the solder to put them on.  Add any other type of insignia you wish.

Step 4: Find an M60A3 tank with the commander’s handle still present.  Use an alan wrench to remove the alan screw at the bottom of the handle.  Use the punch and the hammer to remove the pin holding the override to the commander’s cradle.  Once this is done, use the wire cutters to cut the wires into the handle.  Do not try to remove the entire override system; this is a real pain and takes much onger. 

Step 4: Take to a local machine shop.  Have the bottom of the handle cut so it is parallel with the straight edge vicinity of the hole for the pin.  Once this is done, have four screw holes drilled into the handle in a 1in square.  Do the same to the round on the left side of the insignia/engraving toward the bottom.

Step 5: Paint the commander’s handle black and the trigger, turret actuator and laze button red.  Paint pens work well for the red part.

Step 6: Screw the handle to the round.

You now have a completed tanker’s mug.  Remember that is you are going to drink from the mug, you may need to put some sort of plastic container inside so you don’t kill the recipient.

