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PATROLING PROCEDURES AND TECHNIQUES

1. Initial planning and coordination:

A. Leaders plan and prepare for patrols using the troop-leading procedures and the estimate of the situation.  Leaders identify required actions on the objective, then plan backward to the departure from friendly lines and forward to the reentry of friendly lines.  

B. Elements common to all patrols:  headquarters element, aid and litter team, enemy prisoner of war team, surveillance team, En route recorder and compass man.

C. Combat patrols will have the additional elements:  assault element, security element, support element, demolition team and search team.

D. Reconnaissance patrols will have additional elements also, they exclude reconnaissance teams reconnoiter the objective area once the security teams are in position.  Normally these are two-man teams to reduce the possibility of detection.  Reconnaissance patrols will have reconnaissance and security teams (R&S teams).

2.  PCI procedures:

A.  Prior to departing of a dismounted mission, the following items will be inspected:  weapons and ammunition, uniforms and equipment, mission-essential equipment, soldiers’ knowledge and understanding of the mission and their specific responsibilities, rations and water, communications and camouflage.

B. Leaders will also conduct radio checks, rehearsals (if time is short, only rehearse actions on the objective), and conduct briefbacks with soldiers.

3.  Patrol Base Operations: 

A.  When in a patrol base, the platoon reestablishes security, remans key weapons, provides first aid and prepares wounded soldiers for MEDEVAC.  The platoon also repairs damaged obstacles and replaces mines (Claymore) and booby traps.  The platoon also redistributes ammunition and supplies, relocates selected weapons to alternate positions if leaders believes that may have pinpointed them during the attacked, adjusts other positions to maintain mutual support, reestablish communications, reoccupy and repair positions, and prepare for renewed enemy attack.  Squad and team leaders provide ammunition, casualty, and equipment (ACE) reports to the platoon leader.  

B.   The platoon leader reestablishes the platoon chain of command.  Consolidates squad ACE and provides ACE report to the TCO.  The PSG coordinates for resupply and supervises the execution of the casualty and EPW evacuation plan.  The platoon continues to improve positions.  The platoon quickly reestablishes Ops and resumes patrolling as directed.

C.   Other key things to consider:

1.  Five point contingency Plan:  

-  Where the PL is going.  

-  Who is the PL taking with him?  

-  Amount of time he will be gone.  

-   What to do if he does no return in time.  

-   Actions to be taken if you or he comes in contact with the enemy.

2.  Assignment of all essential tasks. The leader ensures that he has assigned all essential tasks to be performed on the objective, at rally points, at danger areas, at security of surveillance locations, along the route(s), and at passage lanes to a squad or fire team as appropriate.

3.  Key travel and execution times.  The leader estimates time requirements for movement to the objective, leaders reconnaissance of the objective, establishment of security and surveillance, completion of all assigned tasks on the objective, movement to an objective rally point to debrief the unit, and return to and through friendly lines.

4.  Primary and alternate routes.  The leader selects primary and alternate routes to and from the objective.  The return routes should differ from the routes to the objective.

5.  Signals.  The leader should consider the use of special signals.  These include arm-and-hand signals, flares, voice, whistles, radios, and infrared equipment.  All signals must be rehearsed so that all soldiers know what they mean.

6.  Challenge and password forward of friendly lines.  The unit can use the odd-number system or designate a running password.

7.  Location of key leaders.  The PL must consider where he and the PSG and other key leaders should be located for each phase of the patrol mission.

8.  Actions on enemy contact.  The PL’s plan must address actions on chance contact at each phase of the patrol mission.  The plan must address the handling of WIAs and KIAs as well as EPW.
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